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JAMAICA, , 


Extract from the Minutes of the United Associate Synod, Friday, 6th October 1843,— 

“ The Rev. Mr Robson, lately returned from Jamaica, whither he had been advised to 
0 for the benefit of his health, and where he had spent last winter, gave a most 
interesting account of the state of our Mission stations in that island, containin 

many circumstances highly encouraging, and many things showing the @ntinnet 
necessity of Missionary operations there. 

“ The Synod expressed their high gratification with the communication Mr Robson 
had given; and the Moderator being called on, tendered to him the thanks of the 
Synod for the zeal with which he had improved his providential opportunities of aiding 
the cause of Missions, and for giving the Synod the benefit of so much important 


information— a at the same time, the hope that he would give bis statements 


still greater publicity.” 

In conformity with the concluding sentiment of the above minute, and with the 
concurrence of the Mission Committee, I take this method of laying before our 
churches the substance of what | stated to the Synod. From want of time, I have 
not altered the form of the address, At the express desire of many whose opinion I 
respect, | have made a somewhat fuller statement in reference to the salarics of Mis- 
sionaries, and the expense of living, with the view of removing misconceptions which 
are entertained by some on these points. : 


Glasgow, 25th December 1843. J. R. 


SUBSTANCE OF AN ADDRESS DELIVERED To THE Unitrep Associate SyNop 
AT 1T8 LAST Meetina. By the Rev. Joun Ronson, A.M., Glasgow. 


Moprrator,—I have been requested by the Committee on Missions to 
lay before the members of this court a brief statement respecting our 
missionary operations in the island of Jamaica. It is, 1 believe, known 
to all of you, that about this time last year, in consequence of ill health, 
I was under the painful necessity of leaving my congregation for a season, 
and of going to a foreign clime. The choice lay between Madeira and one 
of the West India islands. Medical opinion was more in favour of the 
latter ; and all my inclinations prompted me to give it the preference, 
and to select Jamaica as the place of my temporary abode; because thus, 
if spared, I should have an opportunity of visiting friends who were dear 
to me, and who were actively en in the mission field, as well as of 
witnessing how the cause of the blessed Redeemer was prospering in that 
distant d of the sea. 
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I was aware that the Synod at one time contemplated sending a depu- 
tation to visit the stations there, and in Canada; and I once thought of 
applying, before I left the country, to the Committee, for instructions as 
to the points on which I should collect information, supposing my health 
should be so far restored as to enable me to act as their agent. This idea, 
however, I speedily relinquished. I felt that it implied presumption on 
my part, te involved responsibility which I would not have willingly 
undertaken, unless it had been shared with me by others, Besides, it 
seemed very improbable at the time, that I should soon regain strength 
sufficient to enable me to undergo the fatigue necessary to the efficient 
performance of such a duty. 

Through the kindness of Him who “ bringeth down to the gates of 
death, and bringeth back again,”’ my health was so soon and so completely 
restored, that, during the six months I resided in the island, I was able to 
visit all the Presbyterian stations, as well as the out-stations ; to meet 
with the people and to address them ; to examine the schools; and in 
other ways to become acquainted with the machinery, and with the pro- 
gress of the mission. I shall ever, I trust, look back to this eventful 
ey of my life with devout gratitude to God for what I was then privi- 

man to witness ; for the fellowship with christian brethren of another 
colour which I was then privileged to\hold ; and for the intercourse with 
the self-denied and devoted heralds of the cross which I was then privi- 
leged to enjoy. I can truly say that my spirit was refreshed, aad that 
my expectations were more than realized. 

Sir, it would obviously be out of place to occupy any portion of the 
time of this Court with the incidents of a long and stormy voyage, or with 
attempting to describe the impressions produced when the lofty mountains 
of Jumaica were first descried from on board rising in majesty amid the 
blue waters, and bathed in the refulgent glories of a setting tropical sun. 
Equally improper would it be to occupy your time with descriptions 
of the rich, the varied, the beautiful, the magnificent scenery with which 
the island abounds ; of its geological structure, its natural productions, 
and its climate ; or with discussions respecting its political state and 
ey tag I feel that this evening I have one subject only to rsa be- 

ore you, and that is the state fs own mission. At first, 1 contemplated 
giving a short history of each of the stations connected with the Synod, 
and of entering into statistical details. I found, however, that to do jus- 
tice to the subject, it would have been necessary to extend my address to 
far too great a length ; and, therefore, I shall content myself with some 
general statements applicable to them all. I may simply premise, that 
there are thirteen stations where ordained ministers are placed ; of which, 
seven belong to the Scottish Missionary Society, and six to our Synod. 
The former are—Hampden, Mr Blyth’s station ; Lucea, Mr Watson’s ; 
Mount Zion, Mr Waddell’s ; Carron Hall, Mr Cowan’s; Port Maria, Mr 
Simpson’s ; Brownsville, Mr Carlisle’s ; and Green Island, Mr Elmslie’s. 
The latter are—Stirling, Mr William Niven’s station; Friendship, Mr 
James Niven’s; Goshen, Mr Jameson’s; Bellevue, Mr Anderson’s; 
Mile Gully, Mr Aird’s; and New Broughton, where my brother-in-law, 
Mr Paterson, laboured, till he was suddenly removed, soon after I reached 
the island, in most affecting circumstances, which 1 have detailed in a 
letter published some time ago in our Mission Record, I should also, 
perhaps, mention in the same connexion, Hill-side, where Mr Scott, an 
ordained missionary, laboured, till he was cut off in August 1841. Be- 
sides these, there are eighteen or twenty out-stations. The ordained 
ministers, with from twenty to thirty catechists and teachers, compose the 
staff of the mission. 
The services of the Lord’s day at the different stations are substantially 
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the same. They commence about nine o’clock in the morning, when the 
classes assemble. These classes consist of the congregation generally, and ‘ 
are well attended. They are arranged, as far as possible, according to 
their different stages of advancement. Some are reading easy religious : 
books, some the pee Testament, and some the Old. Spo eg cate- | 
chumens, and children, are all embraced in them. I was greatly struck, 
and much delighted, with the interest which they displayed in the exer- 
cises of the class, and the eagerness with which they listened to any ex- 
planations which were |i bee of the passage they were reading. The 
docility with which aged men and women submitted to be instructed by 
those who were calle their juniors, and even by the more advanced 
‘ boys in the school, when there was a lack of teachers, was very pleasing. , 
) 


It seemed as if they felt the influence of the Saviour’s d tion, 
** Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall in no wise 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” In all the congregations, I believe, 
there are some who cannot read. They consist of those who have not had 
opportunities of receiving instruction, or who are too far advanced in life 
to make any progress, or who may have only recently been brought to 
attend on the classes. These are taken by themselves—the men ranged 
on the one side of the church, the women on the other. The teacher takes 
some easy catechism which contains a summary of gospel truth, reads a 
question, and then the answer, causing them to repeat the answer after 
him again and again, till they have it committed to memory ; or he takes 
some psalm or hymn, and proceeds in the same way, till they are able to 
repeat it without his aid. Thus a very sosaidanian amount of religious 
knowledge is in many cases communicated ; and that knowledge has, in 
instances not a few, beak greatly blessed. 

After two hours spent in this way, public worship commences ; and in 
the forenoon is conducted in much the same manner as at home. In the / 
afternoon the service is generally somewhat different. The mission 
reads, it may be, a chapter of the Word of God—makes expository remark v 
on it as he goes along, and catechises the people, calling on this one an@NO. 
that one by name to answer his questions. Sometimes the subject of ex4 
position is a portion of the catechism. The exercises thus somewhat} 
resemble those of a large Sabbath school; and as none are sure but they ‘ 
may be called on to answer next, all are attentive. I believe that this is 
& most profitable way of imparting instruction tothem. The deportment 
of the people in the house of God is devout ; and the attention which they 
seem to give to the words that are spoken is at least equal to what is 
given in our own congregations. 

When the forenoon and afternoon services are concluded, the missionary 
generally meets, either with the catechumens, or with the parents who 
wish baptism for their children, with a view to special instruction in refe- 
rence to that ordinance, and in reference to the duties involved in the 
parental relationship ; or with some other department of the congregation. 

During the week, regular classes for religious instruction are held by 
the missionary, on one day at the station ; on other days, in the different 

uarters of the congregation. At the station where I principally resided, 
the classes met on Friday, and I have seen four or five hun present, 
some of whom had walked four or five or six miles—a pretty _ indica- 
tion surely of their anxiety to receive instruction. Regular family visita- 
tion is maintained by the missionaries in their several congregations. At 
several of the stations, there is a prayer-meeting every morning between 
five and six o’clock, before the people go to their work. Besides, district 
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yer-meetings throughout the con ions are quite common, and are 
poe ae eo Se y are among us. I| shall 
never forget the feelings of interest were awakened when, on the 
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Tuesday after my arrival at Cocoa Walk, as I was walking at sunset be- 
fore the house, looking on ocean, earth, and sky, all bathed in beauty, the 
sound of sacred music fell on my ear. I turned to the quarter whence it 
came, and found it issued from a wood at a little distance to the right. I 
went into the house to inquire what it was, and learned that a negro vil- 
lage lay embosomed amid the foliage, and that it was the evening of the 
weekly meeting for prayer. At the same hour, on the same evening, 
about fourteen or fifteen such meetings assembled connected with that 
re, tay alone. 

I have thus given a very brief and imperfect view of what goes on at 
the different stations. Of course, the same precise mode is not followed 
in all. The arrangements are varied ; but such substantially is the man- 
ner in which the work is carried on. 

With the Elders in many of the congregations I have had a good deal 
of intercourse, and regard them generally as men of very decided piety— 
of exemplary conduct—of great faithfulness, and of considerable intelli- 
gence. Like our elders at home, they are chosen by the members of the 
congregation, and are usually kept on trial for a considerable time as 
elders elect, before being ordained. I do not wish to convey the impres- 
sion that their intelligence is equal to the same class of office-bearers with 
us. It would be unreasonable to expect this. Think, Sir, of what they 
lately were—slaves, groaning under all the evils of u system, ory now 
no more—entirely ignorant of the gospel of the grace of God—and sunk in 
all the debasement consequent on their bodily and mental thraldom. 
Their opportunities of improvement have been comparatively few, and of 
short continuance. With some of them reading is still a kind of task, 
and is in a great measure confined to their Bibles and simple religious 
books. Taking these things into account, their progress has been very 
considerable. With the doctrines of the cross they are all well acquainted ; 
and of that conversation which becomes the gospel, they are the living 
examples. 


“ They know, and know no more, their Bible true— 
A truth the brilliant Frenchman never knew : 
And in that charter read with sparkling eyes, 
Their title to a treasure in the skies,” 


I was greatly pleased with their faithfulness in the discharge of their 
oficial duties. I had many opportunities of witnessing it. tn superin- 
tending their respective districts they are active and vigilant, and suffer 
no irregularity or sin, which comes to their knowledge, to pass without 
remonstrance and reproof. In managing those cases which come before 
the session they show much christian anxiety for the purity of the church, 
combined with great humility. They seem to be conscious of their own 
comparative ignorance of forms, and pay great deference to the opinion 
of the missionary, as their spiritual whey In dealing with an erring 
brother I have heard them 7 the most simple oa persuasive elo- 
uence, pleading with him in the bowels of mercy, till the high spirit of 
the man who had come to brave them was subdued and melted, and he 
himself dissolved in tears, The negroes generally have a very strong 
feeling against informing on each other. However guilty their conduct 
be, you will seldom succeed in getting one to criminate another. None 
but those who have lived among them can be aware of the length to 
which this feeling is carried. The dis attached to an informant is 
deep and durable. But conviction of duty overcomes this, which seems 
to be with them a second nature inwrought by the vile system of meg y Me 
and if an individual is not reclaimed by the private remonstrance of 
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elder, he uniformly “ tells it to the church,” thus showing that, great as 
is the strength of prejudice, the strength of christian principle is greater. 
They “ watch for souls as those who must give account.” I should also 
mention that, generally speaking, they possess great fluency in conduct- 
ing devotional exercises. Few things struck me more than the propriety, 
the richness, the beauty, the appropriateness, and the fervour of their 
pongers. After accompanying them to the throne of grace in meetings 
of the Session, and in the congregation, I have often felt deeply impressed 
with the persuasion that none but those who were “ taught of the Spirit,” 
and with whom a devotional frame of mind was habitual, could have con- 
ducted this part of religious service as they did. While there was nothing 
approaching to forwardness, nothing like a desire for display, they were 
always ready when called on, either in the public or in the more private 
meetings, to lead the devotions of those who were present. 

With regard to the Members of the church, | may state, that great care 
is aeuisiend in reference to their admission. They are sometimes kept 
for years in the catechumen class before being received—a deficiency of 
christian knowledge, or some unsteadiness in conduct, operating as a bar 
to their admission. Yet, although anxious to have the standing of full 
members, they continue to attend regularly for the purpose of receivin 
instruction, and wait patiently till they be judged fit for joining wi 
their brethren in the holy sacrament of the Supper. Now and then one 
gets impatient, and gives up attendance, and relinquishes the idea of 

oming a member, saying, perhaps, “‘ Massa make me carry foot too 
much,” that is, “ the minister makes us come too often to the class before 
he receive us—he tires us out.” Cases of this kind are comparatively 
rare. The catechumen class is generally large, and at intervals the mis- 
sionary selects, say twenty or thirty, who have made the greatest progress, 
and whose general conduct is most approved, and forms then into a 
sacrament or candidate class, with which he frequently meets, and, after 
a time, such of them as ihe thinks best prepared are proposed to the 
Session for admission. If the Session know of no objections, their names 
are read out from the pulpit, and if any member know of anything objec- 
tionable in the character or conduct of those proposed, he has the right off 
coming to the Session afterwards and mentioning it, the Session retaining 
the power of deciding as to its relevancy. After they are admitted, th¢ 
are expected still to attend the classes for general religious instructio§ 
If any of the members seem to be going back instead of making progres 
if they seem to become careless about instruction, and indifferent to tha 
means of improvement, they are dealt with, and should no change take 
place, they are put back to the catechumen class. This arrangement has 
an excellent effect. It acts on them as a stimulus, not to rest satisfied 
with present attainments, but to “ in grace and in the snowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” As of the elders so of the members 
I would say, that their intelligence is not equal to that of the members in 
our own congregations. Still they know the leading doctrines of the gospel, 
and there is altogether a greater degree of simplicity about their christian 
character than we usually find at home. I have conversed individually 
with many of them at different times, and at considerable length, and 
have often experienced great satisfaction and delight. Among the mem- 
bers daily family-worship is universal. I think I may say that there is | 
not a case known to the missionaries in which it is neglected. It was so ) 
at the station where I spent most of my time while | was in the island, | 
and I have reason to conclude that what is true of it, is true of the rest. 

In some instances where the parents have not learned to read, one or 
other of the children read the psalm and chapter for them, and then the 
father officiates in offering prayer to God. 


With to the Catechumen class, I think it only necessary to 
state, that it meets weekly, and that if any who are enrolled are guilty of 
improper conduct, or of continued irregularity in attendance, they are 
dismissed from it fora time. This is considered a great disgrace, and is 
a ies of discipline that is found highly useful. 

he contributions of the churches for the cause of Christ, although not 
perhaps what we would wish to see them, are still highly creditable to 
them, and are such as should put some of our churches at home to the 
blush. Several of the older congregations in the island are now support- 
ing their own ministers, coerge p by the maintenance of teachers, and 
doing something for the spread of the gospel. The younger congrega- 
tions also contribute liberally. For example, Mr Aird states that his 
congregation at Mile Gully, which is of recent formation, and in whose 
ordination over which I took part, will, by subscriptions and collections, 
raise this year L.200, which amounts on an average to nearly L.1 each for 
the elders, members, and catechumens. Mr Dawson, catechist at Hillgide, 
states that the people there will raise this year between L.160 and L.170, 
and adds, “ If we could only get our church finished, our congregation 
would soon increase, and relieve the society of my salary.” New 
Broughton will this year raise about L.320, notwithstanding the unfavour- 
able circumstances in which they are placed by the death of Mr Paterson. 
I suppose Mr Anderson’s congregation at Bellevue will raise nearly the 
same amount. Mr Cowan’s congregation, of 200 members, raised last 
year L.274. I might enter more into details, and refer to the other sta- 
tions in connexion with the mission. But these are sufficient to show that 
the people are not neglectful of the duty to contribute as the Lord pros- 
—pers them for the — of ordinances, 

It may be asked, , then, are not our fands relieved,—why should we 
continue te support the missionaries to the full extent, when the congre- 
gations are able to do so much? I shall afterwards make a few remarks 
on this subject, which, I trust, will prove satisfactory. 

Let me now say a word of the Missionaries, with all of whom then in 
the island I met at their several stations, from whom I received a cordial 
welcome, in whose society I experienced great delight, and whose hospi- 
tality and kindness I shall never forget. Sir, I cannot employ terms too 
strong in speaking of their devotedness to the important duties of their 
high calling. They are indeed “ in labours abundant,” and their whole 
souls seem to be thrown into these labours. I felt myself reproved and 
humbled when I saw the amount of mental and bodily exertion which 
they were expending on the cause of Christ. I used the liberty of asking 
them to give me a statement of their ordinary engagements during 
a week. Such a statement I have from them in reply, and shall read one 
or two of them, simply premising, that I have not the slightest hesitation 
in expressing my conviction, that they have not in a single iota overstated 
their labours. 

Mr Watson, Lucea, thus writes :—* As to the routine of my labours, 
I shall just take last week as aspecimen. Monday.—Reading in the 
morning ; visiting the sick in the forenoon; held a missionary prayer- 
meeting in the afternoon. T'uesday.—Class of young men before breakfast 
—two of them studying for teachers, and two of them actually engaged in 
teaching, one in the public and another in the private a Bee heir 
studies are English reading, geography, grammar, and arithmetic. One 
of them, a student under the presbytery, is studying Latin and Greek. 
In the forenoon rode to Cusin’s Cove, visited from house to house, and 
prayed and exhorted in every one; rode on to Houghton Tower estate 
and Blenheim estate, and visited the families of the congregation residing 
on both. Returned in the evening, having rode fourteen miles. In the 


evening I attended the elder’s prayer meeting. Wednesday.—Class in 
the morning from six to eight. Attended the congregational town school 
in the forenoon, and the private school in the afternoon, and assisted in 
both. Publie congregational eres every Wednesday evening, 
which I always attend. Thursday.—Class from six till the breakfast 
hour. Rode to Askinish, visited the families, and returned. Preached 
in Lucea in the evening. Public worship regularly throughout the whole 
year every Thursday night. Friday.—Class till breakfast time ; engaged 
in the schools ; reading in the afternoon ; class for young men in the 
evening. Saturday.—Engaged all day in my preparations for Sabbath. 
Sabbath.—Public worship eed ten to twelve o'clock ; meet with and 
examine catechumens from twelye to one; attend Sabbath school from 
one to three; public worship again in the evening from six to eight - 
o'clock. This is, with a little alteration as circumstances may require, a 
general outline of my daily duties. My time for reading and private 
study is very limited, as almost every hour of the day, and a considerable 
portion of almost every night, are spent in some one or other department 
of missionary labour. rs Watson teaches every day from nine till 
three ; meets on Monday night with the advanced class of females, and 
on Tuesday night with the young females of the con tion. On Sab- 
bath she takes the srincigal Aan of the Sabbath ~ oe , and has a Sab- 
bath morning class for reading the seriptures with all who will attend.” 
Mr James Niven of Friendship, thus writes :—*“ I preach at Flower- 
hill, a station about six miles distant, every alternate Sabbath, commenc- 
ing at seven o’clock in the morning, and continuing till half-past nine. I 
then return home for public worship at Friendship at eleven o'clock. 
Mrs Niven meets with the classes at nine o'clock, and on the Sabbath 
when I am at home I| also am en with them. Public worship from 
eleyen to one o'clock, and from half-past one to half-past three. When 
the weather will not admit of a second service, we continue the first till 
nearly two o'clock. Every Sabbath, after the public service, 1 spend 
about two hours with m olden and deacons, exclusively for their instruc- 
tion, not for business. From five to six a class for young people, taught 
by Mrs Niven. Monday.— Time before breakfast spent in conversing with 
candidates and members individually, in my own room, and in instructing 
old and infirm people who have remained all night. After breakfast en- 
gaged in teaching the school till five o'clock. (n Monday forenoon Mrs 
iven conducts a prayer-meeting, which is well attended by the female 
members and candidates. The business of the school occupies from nine 
to five o’clock four days of the week. On Tuesdays and Fridays from 
six till eight in the evening, we have classes for re and other instruc- 
tion to young people who have been working during theday. On Thurs- 
day evening from six to half-past eight, weekly prayer-meeting, generally 
well attended. On Saturday, class of candidates from eight to ten 
forenoon, When | preach in the mountains, | have now to ride up on 
Saturday afternoon. Friday, and the few hours left on other days, are 
the only time I have for reading, visiting the sick, and other family and 
pastoral duties, and which is diligently spent according to existing cir- 
cumstances. Much of it is occupied as on Monday morning, but, in con- 
sequence of the want of a teacher, I have no time for exhorting from 
house to house, which is a serious drawback to the spiritual prosperity of 


the con tion.” 

Mr Aird. Mile Gully, thus writes :—“ My labours may be divided into 
stated and occasional. 1st, Stated—Meet with the people residing nearest 
the mission-house every morning at six o clock for worship, and continue 
about three quarters of an hour, Sabbath.—Classes and public worship 
from nine till half-past three, with an interval of about twenty minutes. 


Evening meeting from half-past five till seven, for prayer, catechising on 
discourses, and other services. Four days in the week I am employed 
teaching in the school from nine till eleven. Besides this, on Tuesday I 
meet for religious instruction with old hy of both sexes, who cannot 
read, frum half-past three till five; on Wednesday, with youths, for 
reading and religious instruction, from half-past four till six; on Thurs- 
day, with females, for similar exercise, from eleven till half-past twelve, 
and with another class from half-past three till five. On Friday, meet 
with men for reading and religious instruction, from half-past three till 
five ; and with young females for the same exercises, from six till eight. 
Saturday.—Spent in preparing for Sabbath. 

** 2d, Occastonal labours. Meetings with candidates’ class, and for con- 
versing with candidates individually ; visiting and examining the school 
here and at the new church ; visiting the families belonging to the con- 
gregation and the sick ; attending to aetna connected with the 
emg and stations in the district, and to presbyterial appointments,” 

c. 

I might multiply quotations of this kind from the letters of other mis- 
sionaries. These have been selected, simply because —— first to 
hand, and not because they show a greater amount of labour than the 
statements of the other brethren. 

Besides, the missionaries have many secular duties to which they must 
attend. I shall not occupy the time of the Court with a full detail of 
these. They are such as the following,—superintending the buildings 
going on at the station or out-stations: making contracts Gor work or ma- 
feriale ; receiving monies and keeping the accounts of the station ; keep- 
ing marriage and baptism registers, and getting them enrolled at Spanish 
Town every six months ; getting correct title-deeds for the negroes when 
they purchase a small piece of ground, and seeing after their enrolment ; 
hearing and settling disputes which may arise among the people, &c. In 
the present state of society at most of our stations, these duties must be per- 
formed by the missionary, if he would prevent evil and accomplish a great 
amount of good. On each of the points which I have indicated, as well 
as on others, I might make a lengthened statement, but it would be at 
present out of place. 

The missionaries, Sir, have many labours and many anxieties, especially 
where the stations are new, and the buildings in progress ; but they have 
also many encouragements, which more than repay them for all. The 
change produced by their efforts on the external circumstances of the 
population is very great, and I have not merely the testimony of the people 
themselves, but of planters and others, to the fact. Formerly, marriage 
was almost unknown, now, it is the rule, and those who are still living in 
sin, attempt to hide it as a thing for which they ought to blush. For- 
merly, their dress was dirty and Rathaemaai many instances, not suffi- 
cient to cover their nakedness,—now, they are cor and neatly attired, 
and I have often felt my heart Inddened on the morning of the Lord’s 
day to see multitudes of those who, a few years before, were little removed 
above the beasts that perish, thronging the paths which lead up to the 
House of God, clothed in a manner so decent and becoming, with their 
bibles carefully wrapt up in their handkerchiefs, and with countenances 
expressive of the pleasure which they anticipated in the services of the 
day. Formerly, their houses were wretched and filthy hovels, without 
the remotest approach to anything like comfort ; now, they are getting 
cottages of a far superior cast. In many instances they have them 
decently and tidily furnished, and kept in a state of cleanliness which 
would do credit to the most active and Martha-like housekeeper at 
home. Indeed, Sir, I have little hesitation in affirming, that the mere 


external change in morals, in habits, in dress, and in domestic arrange- 
ments, would, by the philanthropist who embraced only the present state 
of being in his calculations, be regarded as a rich reward for all that 
has been expended on our missions. But when, in addition to these 
changes, so at and striking, the missionaries can look to so many as 
their spiritual children, through their instrumentality brought from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God,—so many who are 
living not only for time but for eternity,—so many who are adorning in 
all things the doctrine of God their Saviour,—they experience a joy of 
the highest and purest description, a joy which the world can neither- give 
nor take away. The field of labour is indeed most interesting. They 
see the advancement of the cause. But for the peculiar circumstances 
in which I was placed, gladly, most gladly, would I have remained and 
shared their labours and anxieties, that I might also have shared in their 
ve oe exalted enjoyments, 

ith regard to the Catechists employed in the mission, I may state 
that they are a most useful class of auxiliaries. Where they are located 
at the same station as the missionaries, their duties are principally con- 
fined to Sabbath and week-day schools, visiting the children, and attending 
and addressing prayer-meetings. Where they are at an out-station, the 
ordinary routine of duty differs but little from that of the missionary. 
The following is a statement sent me by Mr Dawson, catechist.at Hillside, 
in answer to a request similar to that which I addressed to the mission- 
aries. “The labours of a catechist vary according to locality and cir- 
cumstances. Those in which I am weekly seaman may be described as 
follows :—On Sabbath morning, the classes composed of children and 
adults learning to read the holy scriptures, and also of those more 
advanced, claim my first attention. This occupies from nine till about 
half-past eleven o'clock. The people then meet for public worship, com- 
mencing with praise and prayer, which are succeeded by some plain 
practical remarks on a portion of scripture. After again engaging in 
devotional exercises, a particular paseage is selected for fuller exposition, 
which occupies our attention till about two o'clock, when the services 
are closed as they began. In the afternoon, about four o’clock, I havg 
service on one of the neighbouring sytem. all of which I take fs 
rotation, when, with the usual devotional exercises, I deliver an addre« 
suited to the individual circumstances of my hearers. Such is a br® 
epitome of the engagements of the Sabbath. On Monday morning, 
nine o'clock, the day school begins, and, with the interval of an hou 
continues till four o’clock. It is unnecessary to enumerate the exercises 
in which the children are employed. They comprise eran writing, 
arithmetic, grammar, geography, and bible instruction. The school 
labours each day are similar. On one evening in the week, I visit a pro- 
perty where the same plan of instruction is pursued as on Sabbath 
evening. I have, besides, advanced classes for instruction on two even- 
ings every week. There are, besides, occasional duties which require 
my attention, such as visiting the sick, administering medicine, hearing 
and settling disputes among the people, attending to the building of 
the church, and self-improvement.’ 

All the Schools at the different stations I examined. The teachers, 
although possessed of diversified gifts, some being more able and efficient 
than others, are active, and zealous, and most useful labourers. I did not 
see one school where there was anything like disorder or a want of dis- 
cipline ; and the progress of the children was such as to show that there 
is no deficiency cither of mind or heart, but that, give them the same 
advantages as the white children, and the theory of some original consti- 
tutional inferiority on the part of the former, will soon be completely and 


J . 


for ever abandoned. I cannot enter into this subject at length, but shall 
content myself with bringing before you a short statement in reference 
to the New Broughton school, extracted from the last monthly return 
in my possession,—similar returns being made by all the schools, in com- 
pliance with a regulation of the Presbytery. There are attending the 
school, 102 boys and 94 girls,—in all, 196. Of these, twenty are 
learning the alphabet, thirty are in the second or spelling class, ten are 
in the third class, eighty-six are in the testament or fourth class, fifty are 
in the bible or fifth class, fifty-five are writing on slates, seventy-one are 
writing in books, thirty-one are in arithmetic, fifty in geography, four- 
teen in grammar, and seventy girls are in the sewing school. The exercises 
of the different classes in reading, writing, arithmetic, geography and 
history, mmar, natural history, and religious instruction, at the 
different hours, from half-past nine till four o'clock, are then particularly 
stated ; the amount of fees during the month, the visits paid to absent 
children, the number of prayer and exhortation meetings, &c., are also 
stated, but with a specification of these I shall not detain you. 

There are several causes why the schools do not as yet yield a sufficient 
pecuniary remuneration to maintain the teacher. Among these, I may 
mention the following :—The parents are themselves uneducated ; they 
cannot, therefore, appreciate the value of a good education, and are 
reluctant to ex Jer 5 much in procuring it for their children. Besides 
they are regularly contributing for the support of gospel ordinances ; and 
the schools are so intimately associated with the church, that they 
regard the money contributed, as contributed in a great measure for both. 
Again, in the times of slavery, and during the gape meee what- 
ever education was afforded was given gratuitously. Even after that 
period, in schools supported by public charities, no fees were taken, and 
one or two denominations of Christians fell into the same error. The 
Mico charity, by which a number of schools were sustained in the island, 
followed this system, and though these schools are now entirely given up, 
and the proceeds of the charity, so far as Jamaica is concerned, expended 
on the maintenance of two normal seminaries, yet the habit of not givin 
for the education of their children has been inwrought into the parents, aol 
not till after the present generation has passed away, can we expect ade- 
= views of the importance of the subjeet to be entertained. here fees 

ave been exacted, the scale has been fixed too low, and without a kind of 
combination throughout the island among all the evangelical missionaries, 
it could not well be raised. These and other causes operate in prevent- 
ing the mission stations from realising so much for education as they will 
do in the course of a few years, 

It would be of the greatest advantage to our mission that the num- 
ber of well qualified European teachers in connexion with it—men devoted 
to their profession, who would regard it as the business of their lives to 
give themselves to it, and, willing, for the sake of a recently enfran- 
chised population, to submit to some sacrifices, that they might be instru- 
, mental in raising that population in the scale of religion and civilization, 
were considerably increased. Any funds expended on this department of 
christian enterprise would be well bestowed. 

There are some other points on which I would wish to make a few re- 
marks before concluding. ‘To carry on the work of the mission effectuall 
in any locality, it is indispensable that there should be a Church and School- 
house. Our or allocates no part of its funds for the erection of these 
buildings. The whole burden of providing the requisite means falls on the 
missionary, and the whole pecuniary responsibilities connected with the un- 
dertaking must be borne by him personally,—as builders, and carpenters, 
and proprietors, from whom timbers, waggonage, &c. are got, will not trans- 


act with any other. Indeed, there are few, if any, at a new station, who are 
capable of managing such matters, The expense of building is very great. 
The plainest church, with accommodation for 1000 a cannot be sub- 
stantially put up for a less sum than about L.2000. observe that Mr 
Candler, who spent his time chiefly among those belonging to another 
denomination, in his journal of a visit to Jamaica, states, that “the 
building of chapels and meeting-houses in this country is attended with ’ 
at expense,—a chapel for 600 persons costing at least L.1500 sterling.” 
he buildings must be erected, otherwise the mission cannot go on. To 
meet the outlay, it is obvious that the missionary must look to the 
voluntary contributions of the people; and till the debt be paid off, and 
he be relieved from pecuniary responsibilities, all that is raised in this 
way must be applied for this purpose. This is the reason why stations 
really flourishing, and, if freed from debts, fully able to support the gos- 
pel among themselves, as well as to aid in its extension, still draw the full 
salary of the missionary out of the mission fund. Mr James Niven, in 
a letter to me, says, “ could we get our difficulties with our buildings 
over, our = le would defray their own expenses, and assist in spreading 
the gospel.”” Except, perbaps, in one or two cases, where the missionary 
may be so fortunate as to have personal friends in this country, who are 
able and willing to advance it at a reasonable rate of interest, the money 
is borrowed in the island where money is very scarce, and where the rate 
of interest, and other expenses for agency, &c., are enormous, amountin 
to ten or twelve per cent. Besides this high rate of interest whic 
the missionaries have to pay, they are liable to be annoyed by calls to 
refund the capital, and are often subjected to great anxiety and depression 
on this account. Several of them spoke to me on this subject with deep 
feeling, and stated, that could they only get a number of christian men 
at home to advance a small sum each, at four or five per cent., they would 
give them ample security over property far more valuable than all they 
wished to borrow, and would feel it such a relief as none but those placed 
in their circumstances could imagine. If 1 could get ten men in the 
Secession church to advance L.100 each, or twenty to advance L.50 each 
for this purpose, I could allocate the L.1000 thus raised in loan to several 
of our stations in Jamaica, giving the individuals security over tye : 
worth three times the amount, besides the security arising out of the f 
that it is advanced to christian con ions, who, while grateful for i\NO. 
as a favour, will hold themselves bound to see the interest regularly pai 
and the capital in the course of afew years entirely refunded. The relie 
which this simple expedient would give to the minds of three or four 
excellent self-denied and devoted missionaries from harassing and 
depressing anxiety, would be unspeakable. Regarding it merely in s 
mercantile point of view, as a mere investment of money to yield interest, 
I honestly loduse that if I had the money myself, I should not hesitate 
to embark it in this cause. I would earnestly press this subject on the 
attention of the Court, and of the Committee on missions ; and if the 
pro arrangement can be carried into effect, the sooner the better, 
as there ate those who are almost trembling for the credit of themselves 
and their congregations, in consequence of urgent demands for the repay- 
ment of money that has been advanced.* 
~ With regard to the Salaries paid to our missionaries, I have to express 


* It affords me much pleasure to state, that since making the above remarks, I ‘ 
have received from nine gentlemen the sum of L.800, which was remitted to four 
different stations by the first December packet. 1.400 or L.500 more could be simi- 
larly applied with t advan and it is to be hoped that those who are interested ’ 
in our mission, and who have it in their power, will as soon as porsible place this sum ' 
at the disposal of the Committee. 
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" Siut ness4 them to procure some comforts and conveniences which many of our 


DE tn cef,, Ministers at home have not the means of oe it would be but a poor 
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Sa 01 0C4% mous ; 6s. per day will not do it, and we can do nothing without them— 
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ste Sen~one good home servant worth a dozen of them. . 


my unhesitating and decided conviction that th 
missionaries in the island receive less—most of them receive more. Even 
though the L.250 per annum, which is the sum allowed them, did enable 


are not too large. No 


and a paltry compensation for the sacrifices which in other — they 
make,—sacrifices in reference to society—to intercourse with brethren— 
associations. t, Sir, | have been in all their houses, I have witnessed 
their “‘ manner of life,” and I solemnly declare my firm belief, that any of 


PB owe. 4 to the rink up of their families—and to many home privileges and 
, u 


Lng Ot ministers in a country charge, who has his manse and L.80 a year, is 
¥ able to surround himself with more of the comforts and conveniences of 


-« domestic living, than any of your missionaries with his L.250 a year. To 
_ gpeccount for this, permit me to enter into a few details. 
- On landing in Kineton, I had to hire a double-seated gig to convey 
“Mrs R. and myself over forty miles of our journey, as we were unable to 
ride the whole distance on horseback, The hire for that distance of what 
in this country would be considered a very inferior conveyanee, was L.10 
sterling, exclusive of provender for the horses and wages to the driver. 
The sum asked at all the other posting establishments in Kingston, was 
L.12 sterling. When leaving the island, we found it necessary to wait for 
nearly three weeks in Kingston, before we could get a vessel homeward. 
We lived in a sufficiently plain lodging-house, where we had a small back 
awe and bed-room, for the use of which we paid L.2, 8s. per week. For 
reakfast we were charged 3s. each, and for dinner, provided we had only 
one dish, 4s. each. Had we been guilty of the extravagance of two dishes, 
it would have been 6s. each. The carriage of two wank and three boxes 
a distance of sixty miles, fifty-one of which by sea, and the remaining nine 
over land, cost me L.4, 19s, 1 might multiply similar instances from my 
own experience. Let me rather, cowaved) make an extract or two from 
documents on this subject, furnished at my request by the missionaries. 
With regard to almost every one of the items specified, I may say I per- 
sonally snow it to be correct, from having paid it myself, or having seen 
and settled accounts containing similar charges. 

- Mr Watson, Lucea, thus writes :—‘* The reason why missionaries require 
/ such high salaries in Jamaica, is the extravagant rate at which the neces- 
‘ saries of life are sold. House rent is three times higher here than at home. 
You have seen my house—two bed-rooms, a store-room, and a hall, for 
which L.10 would a a sufficient rent at home. I pay L.50 for it. Horses ; 
—I require two, and sometimes three. The seep of these in a town is enor- 
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in fact they are legs to us. Servants’ wages j— three times those at-home— 
f | had time to compare 


Our market price of the articlés of life with the home market price, then 
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atcad o would see how our salaries go. Take the article of potatoes. At 
a eet 


ome, by an EdinburgR paper, I see they are selling at from 70s. to 80s. 
per ton. The same sort of provisions, | mean yams, cocoas, sweet pota- 
, toes, are selling to day in Lucea at from 240 to 320 shillings per ton In 
Belfast, potatoes are 1s. 8d. per cwt. Here the same description of food 


io? | ZY is from 128. to 168. per ewt. Take another article, viz., the staff of life in 
ie Wi ad all lands, and compare the prices in the two countries. In Edinburgh you 
ue 77042" — get five pounds and a half of bread for 7d. In Lucea, this morning, three 


ounds of bread cost Is. netog Mane is in the same Specie en Eggs, 

s. 6d. per dozen ; salt butter, 2s. per lb. ; cheese, 2s. per lb. ; tea, 8s. fin, | 
fowls, 2s. to 3s. each ; mutton, Is. per lb. ; pork, 9d. perlb. Every article 
of clothing, nearly double the home price. In some parts of the country 
there is a little difference of price. In Kingston, | understand, things 
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are much more moderate, but with the exdeption of Kingston, living 

throughout every part of the island is extravagantly dear. This, I have 

no doubt, you noticed in your eg begs amongst us.” Mr Watson then 

ee on with farther details, which I do not think it needful to introduce. 

rom the expense of keeping horses in Lucea, he is obliged to send his 

| several miles into the country, which subjects him at times to considerable 

| trouble and inconvenience. Mr Cowan of Carron Hall, furnishes me with 

the following statements :—* In a country station, two horses for the mis- 

| sionary’s own work are indispensable, and it is almost as economical to 
| 


keep three, as where two only are kept, one is frequently knocked up by 

_.,»« having too much todo. A mule must also be kept for bringing articles to 

4, »y the house. The average price of a tolerable horse is L.20 sterling. The 

f keep of it for a year is as follows :—Pasturage, L.3 ; corn, L.3, the price 

being 8s. per bushel, and more corn would be given if it could be procured ; 

f shoeing, L.2, 8s. For saddlery every year, L.5. A saddle itself costs 

j v4 Lf ave L.4; 16s., and does not last very long. Doctor’s bill, L.14. I had to eall in 

? another doctor last year, and the additional expense was L.15. The aver- 

age which I have paid under this head is L.21, 10s. per annum. Servant’s 

wages, 63. per tte It is necessary to keep a man totoovk after the horses 

and fences, and his wages are L.20, 8s. per annum. Washings we are ob- 

liged to give out, and pay Is. 6d. per dozen, furnishing soap and starch 

| Clothing lasts much shorter time than at home, and is much more exper 

| sive to purchase. rpenses of travelling are very great; for exampl¢ 

| Of 9. ZL 4 Going to a meeting of presbytery costs me on an average from L.8 to L.1@NO. 
: 
| 
| 
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' rhe expense of getting household supplies is also great, About one-thir 
\ is added to the price before they can be got home. Then we have to get\ “4, vty 
large quantities of supplies at once—and these often turn out bad, and °F yn 
often spoil before they can be used. Butter is 2s. 6d. per Ib. ; tea, 10s. ; 
mutton, ls. ; salt pork, 1s.; ham, 2s. ; cheese, 2s. ; candles, 1s. 6d. ; bread, 
if double price ; rice, 6d. to 9d. per quart, &c. The expense necessarily in- 
} curred for merely sending messages is very great. My average for this 
[ i single item alone is L.10 a year at least.” 
I Mr Niven, among other things, makes the following statement :—“I \ 4/7. 
have been told by an individual, long in an extensive Ber wey that such roe” 
| has been the wretched system of credit and bad payments, that the storee 2... //<9 | 
f keeper was not safe, without selling, so that one purchaser out of th J a Va thy 
sniakt ay for all. It must be evident, also, that even in a more healthy ‘ 
state of business, the expense of importation, including commission, insu- ~~ “ 
rance, freight, and waste of goods, will necessarily render everything much 
dearer in this country, especially in those > of the country where the 
\j store-keeper, after paying the importer well, must add his own profit, and 
i the sum requisite to cover an expensive sea and inland carriage. When 
we ourselves import, the additional expenses on small qhantities, render ie 
| us no gainers. As to the productions of the country, they are often dearer 
than foreign articles, except sugar and coffee, and even these are astonish- + 
ingly high. Work done for usis also high. We cannot get a very mode- 
rately qualified servant below 6s. a week. Then, we have no coaches , 
1 or carriers carts to convey we and an express messenger must ome 
e 
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be hired, and well paid. 


pecially, when we have to hire carta, t 
expense is enormous,’ 
may refer also to a letter by Mr Waddell, of Mount Zion, published 
in the September number of the Secession Magazine for 1835. 
I have not nearly exhausted my materials on this subject, but I think ¢ 
I have brought forward enough to vindicate the statement with which I 
set out, that a minister in this country, in a raral district, with his manse 
and L.80 a year, has it in his power to surround himself with more of the 
comforts of domestic living, than 


\ see ow 
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the Jamaica missionary with his L.250 
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@ year ; and if any one is disposed to maintain that the former is overpaid, 
then, but not till then, may he consistently find fault with the largeness 
of the salary given to the latter. 

Let me now make a few remarks respecting the destitution of Jamaica, 
and the need for continued effort. There is no very accurate census of the 
population, but it is generally believed to be about 500,000. If you turn 
up the almanac for 1843, you will find there are about 200 ministers of all 
denominations, and you come to the conclusion, “ Well, that is a minister 
for every 2500 of the population.” True, Sir, but there are other points 
which must be considered before you arrive at the conclusion that Jamaica 
needs not any more your christian sympathy and your christian aid. You 
must inquire, for example, how many of these 200 ministers preach the 
gospel, how many of them illustrate it in their lives, how many of them 
ever take the trouble of so much as inquiring into the spiritual state of the 
district over which they are ostensibly set, Sow many watch over the con- 
duct of the om reprove them for sin, impart instruction in the onl 
way in which it can be of the slightest advantage, oppose their supersti- 
tions, and labour to bring them from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God. To enter into these points, it is obvious, would not 
only require a lengthened detail, but would necessitate me to make state- 
ments which I would rather avoid. Sir, believe it,—there is destitution, 
there is deplorable destitution, of a pure scriptural administration of the 
means of grace in Jamaica. There are whole districts, the population of 
which you may reckon by thousands, sitting in darkness, and in the region 
and shadow of death. With the comparatively limited oe of the 
island, which I acquired during my six months’ residence, I could myself 
undertake to locate five or six missionaries in districts, where they would 
find ignorance, superstition, and heathenism reigning supreme, united at 
the same time with a willingness on the part of the people to be taught, 
and an anxiety for a minister to settle among them. Our missionaries, 
for want of men and money, have had to refuse many stations that have 


.been pressed on them, and where wide and inviting fields were presented. 


One of them, in a letter to me since I returned, says :—* In addition to 
other opportunities, I had an offer of L.60 sterling, and land, about three 
years ago ; and I have another even better, ina different part of the parish 
now. in both cases there might have been good congregations, but to 
multiply stations without men able to attend to them, is worse than use- 
less. Such offers, however, had we only the means in our power, might 
be turned to great account.” Every one of your missionaries, without 
exception, could tell a similar tale. Four applications were made to me 
by proprietors, to occupy with missionaries of our church, important and 
destitute localities, but to every one of them I was forced, O how reluc- 
tantly ! to give an unfavourable reply. Again and again have the elders 
and members of our churches there spoken to me in terms the most 
touching and impressive, of the destitution which prevailed in neighbour- 
ing districts, and besought me, even with tears, to send out more ministers 
from the far country. ould that their earnest entreaties could be re- 
sponded to! Would that God would put it into the hearts of our people 
to give more liberally of their substance to this sance cause, and into 
the hearts of well qualified agents among our preachers or ministers, to say, 
‘Here are we, send us.” “ The harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few.” I firmly believe that our missionaries have suffered 
in their health far more by the amount of labour, which, in their anxiety 
to meet the destitution all around, they have undertaken, than by the 
climate. The same amount of labour, and of exposure in this climate, it 
would require a very strong constitution indeed, to undergo without serious 
injury. me, Sir, express the earnest conviction that, far from suffer- 
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ing the interest of our churches in the Jamaica mission to decline, we ought 
to seek its increase ; that far from suffering the stations we already occupy 
to struggle unaided with the difficulties that, on account of their eompa- 
ratively recent formation, still beset them, we shall cordially and affec- 
tionately continue our fostering and helpful care so long as it is needed, 
and I am sure they do not wish it prolonged a single hour beyond the time 
of need. Instead of allowing any of them to be relinquished, let us rather 
seek their increase. A vigorous effort for this purpose on the part of the 
Secession, sustained for afew years, would go very far to enable the Mission 
Presbytery there to do for Jamaica what our own Church has done for 
Scotland. The mission, once placed in these circumstances, with the con- 
nag songs Educational [nstitution brought into operation,—not only should 
we have no farther demand on our funds, but oma would become a 
centre of influence, from which the gospel would sound forth to the sur- 
rounding islands of the Western wave, and to the vast South American 
Continent that laps them in her bosom, and from which agents, qualified 
both by constitution and by training, might in due time be sent in sufli- 
cient numbers to take possession of Central Africa in the name of the 
Lord, and, by proclaiming the message of mercy to the children of Ham, ’ 
to roll off the curse that has rested on them so long. 

Moderator, I must now close. I feel that I have very imperfectly dis- 
charged the duty which I was requested by your Mission Committee to 
undertake. My difficulty has. been, not to find matter with which to 
occupy your time, but to know what, in the circumstances, was likely to 
be most useful. If the statemerits which I have made contribute in aught 
to maintain and increase your efforts on behalf of the W est India Mission,— 
if they have the effect of deepening your interest, and exciting your sym-/ 
pathy and prayers on behalf of the brethren who are labouring there “ if 
the high places of the field,” and of inducing you to send out others ¢ 
their fel ,—I shall feel that higher designs than the mere restoration § 
my health have been accomplished by my visit to that distant and bea¥ 
tiful island of the sea. Oh, Sir! that our debates were hushed,—that ow 
painful strifes were ended ; and that, in sight of a perishing world, with 
the cry of millions sounding in our ears—“* No man careth for our souls,” 
and within hearing of the shrieks of dying myriads hurrying to their 
eternal doom,—the only strife within our , ae were, how we might 
excel each other in zeal, and sacrifice, and prayer, for spreading abroad the 
knowledge of Him whom God hath appointed, as “‘his salvation to the 
ends of the earth!” “ Gop BE MERCIFUL TO US, AND BLESS US, AND CAUSE 
HIS FACE TO SHINE UPON US; that thy way may be known upon earth, thy 
saving health among all nations ! 


Extracts of Letter to the Rey. J. Rosson, from Mr Joszern Hannan, 
Catechist at New Broughton, Jamaica. 


Broughton Place, 16th October 1838. 


Rev. anp Dear Sirn,—« * # «¢ The heavy, though to some of us 
not unexpected, tidings, that we should never again have the presence of 
one whose ministrations, counsels, and activity tended so much to cheer our 
drooping spirits, and heal the wound that had been made by the death of 
our late beloved minister, has cast a gloom over us all; and yet I can v4 
that we have received the news with submission, and look upon it as the 
wise arrangement of unerring wisdom, and as what will ultimately be for 
mone Baers and the prosperity of his church. We know, and are fully 
assured, that al you may not return to labour among us again, 
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you are often present with us in spirit, and will do all that lies in your 

ower to promote our highest interests ; and we are sustained by the 
ote that the society will as soon as possible fill up the place of him who 
has ** ceased from his labours and entered into rest.”’ 

The affairs of the congregation are going on well—better than might 
have been expected in their present destitute condition. The Friday 
classes and Sabbath classes are as numerously attended as when you were 
here, and there is no falling off whatever in th® congregation. The con- 
duct, zeal, and activity of the office-bearers in the church, are truly 
encouraging. We have not been so well supplied with ministers as was 
expected when you went away. Mr Elmslie is the only one that has 
been here since Mrs Paterson left, with the exception of Mr Aird. Mr 
Blyth was to have been with us on the first two Sabbaths of October, 
but was prevented by bad health. * «* « «* Ihave now arranged with 
Mr Aird to be here on the first Sabbath of November to dispense the 
sacrament, and also to converse with some of the candidates, with the 
view of their being added to the members’ list. None have been admitted 
into full communion since you went away, although there ae not a few 
who might safely be adinitted, and who give satisfactory evidence of having 
experienced a saving change. The number on the candidates’ list is 145. 
The school is as large as can be expected at this season of the year. It 
is now the time for coffee- icking, and many of the okler children are at 
present employed in the Jantatlons. The daily attendance is from 100 
to 115. + ” - 

The school at Pusey-Hill, under Charles and Mrs Dryden, is keeping 
up well, but my engagements are so numerous, that | can scarcel 
command time tod visit it either on Sabbath or week-days. Rowes 
Corner station is not falling off, and the people are doing as much as can 


be ee for the support of the gospel. I expect that six or seven 
individuals from that station will be received as members at our next 
communion. The anxiety for a teacher continues. James Francis has 
not been able to open school there as yet. When he was about to 
leave his present situation, Mr L seemed to have great difficulty in 
finding a op wy qualified person to take his place, and urged him to 


remain till the end of the year. Janies came to ask my advice, and as 
Mr L had showed himself very friendly to Mrs Paterson, I told him 
to continue till the Ist January. 

Mount Pleasant station seems to be in a very prosperous state at pre- 
sent. Mr Campbell is doing all he can for the good of the people. Mr 
Aird visits it once a month, and peace and harmony prevail. * * * 

I trust that ere this. Mrs Paterson and family have all been brought 
home to you in safety, and that they have experienced the seem, and 
supporting care of Oe who is the God of the sea and of the dry land, 
and who has specially promised to sustain the widow and the fatherless., 
I thought they would have been with you before the date of your last 
letter, but fou must not have heard of their arrival, else you would have 
said so. Remember us all kindly to them, and say that we all long to 
hear of their safety and welfare, and that many prayers, both secretly 
and in the sanctuary, ascend on their behalf. « * * 
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BASIS AND RULES 


OF THE 


‘‘ Brotherly Conference of Christian Ministers,’ 


IN SAINT MARY’S AND THE NEIGHBOURING PARISHES, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
MUTUAL EDIFICATION, EXHORTATION, AND COMFORT. 


~ ‘ 
a IBA RUD 


. That the Scripturesof the Old and New Testaments, are of Divine Inspiration, and the only Rule 


of Christian faith and — 
. That there are Three Persons in the Godhead: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, and that 


these Three are One God. 
. That man was made holy and happy, but having fallen from his first estate, has become by 


nature and by practice, sinful, guilty and miserable. 

. That man is utterly unable to satisfy the justice of God, or to regenerate his depraved nature. 

. That all men being thus the children of wrath, and heirs of destruction, Jesus, the Son of God, 
in manifestation of the love of the Godhead, and in fulfilment of His Father’s appointment, 
became incarnate, and by his holy life, and his death as a sacrifice for sin, fulfilled the law 
on behalf of sinners, as the true and only Mediator between God and man, and is vow exalted, 
the alone Head of His Church, and of all things in subordination to its interests. 

. That the sinner is justified by faith without works—by the righteousness of Christ alone. 

. That all are equally invited, warranted, and commanded, to believe in Christ for salvation. 

. That the agency of the Holy Spirit is necessary in the conversion and sanctification of the sinner. 

. That it is the right and duty of every man to investigate the Holy Scriptures for himself, and 
that he is, ultimately, responsible to God only, for his religious belief and practice, inasmuch 
as God is Lord of the conscience. 

. That Christ has founded a Church on earth, distinct from the kingdoms of this world, that He 
has appointed the Holy Ministry to dispense its ordinances, and has promised His blessing 
to give them success. 

. That Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordinances, appointed by Christ, and of permanent 
and perpetual obligation in His Church. 

. That the doctrines of the Immortality of the Soul, the Resurrection of the body, the Judgment 
of the last day, the everlasting blessedness of the righteous, and the everlasting misery of the 
wicked, are clearly revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 


BWW lb Be + 


. That any Christian Minister who shal] be recommended by two Members of the Conference, sign the foregoin 
Basis and these rules, and be approved of by a majority of the Members present at any of the meetings, shall be 
received as a Member at a subsequent meeting. 


I], That any member of the Conference shall have the right and privilege of introducing any Brother Minister as a visitor. 
11}. That no slave.holder, or advocate of slavery, shall be admitted as a wmnen of this Conference. 


1V, That the Conference shall meet at least twice s Lhat all the meetings shall be commenced and closed with 
ia » reading the Scripwures and Pinyer, aod that at one hour shall be occupied, at each meeting, with 


¥. That at each meeting of Conference, a Chairman shall be elected to preside over the meeting and to open the 
immediately succeeding meeting. 
V1. That Special meetings of Conference may be called by the Chairman for the time being, on the requisition of ons 
THIRD of the members of Conference. y 
Vil. That at each meeting of Conference, the time and place of the next meeting shall be a am its services and 
the subjects to be considered, arranged, and the members to conduct these services appvinted. 
VII]. That a masonrry of Members present, at each meeting, shall decide all disputed questions. 


in holding its meetings, and in the transaction of its 


incurred by the Conference, erervepes bm rye 
~ hy. Members equally, and that a Finance Committee shall be appointed to ascertain to 
the amount of such expenses. The Brother at whose station the meeting is held, and the Clerl be 


— 


the Conference 
members of this Committee. 
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[ Not to be published. | 
New-York, 
DEAR SIR:— 

The Executive Committee of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society have determined on establishing a Weekly Anti- 
Slavery Newspaper in the City of Washington in January next. After diligent inquiry and extensive correspondence, they are 
persuaded that the plan is feasible. Several Members of Congress and inhabitants of Washington, enter into the project with spirit 
and hope. Influential and judicious friends of the cause, in diffe:ent parts of the country, highly-approve the measure, and promise to 
aid in its accomplishment. 

A Committee at Chicago, Ill, issued a notice, some weeks since, recommending the establishment of a paper at Washington, 
appointing Agents, &c,. This announcement has been extensively published. The Executive Committee regret this publication, 
which was made without a correspondence with them, as being premature, presenting but a part of the plan devised here, and having 
a tendency to dwarf people’s ideas down to smal! subscriptions, and arouse the opposition of foes. But the Commitiee at Chicago are 
warm friends of the cause, were actuated by the best of motives, and will act, we doubt not, with the Executive Committee, in the 
greater plan contemplated, 

In connection with the plan of establishing a paper, which is the primary object, the Executive Committee propose to have the 
Anti-Slavery Literature revised—to issue a series of ably-written Books and Tracts—to be stereotyped, and extensively sold at 
moderate prices—to have an Agent of talents and business qualifications in each of the Free States, and in some of the Slave States, to 
lecture, promote the circulation of the publications, and aid the Anti-Slavery cause with the Abolitionists in the State where he shall 
reside, as efficiently as possible. 

For the accomplishment of this three-fold plan—one that recommends itself to every true friend of liberty in the country—it is 
believed that the sum of Twenty Tuovusanp Dotvans « Year, ror Turee Years, will not be too largeasum. The establishment 
of the paper will require a large sum, as it must be established in such a way astoensure permanency; the expense of editors, 
reporters, correspondents, extras, &c. &c, will be considerable ; and all the expenses will be much greater at Washingion than in any 
oer place. 

The support of a competent Agent in each State, who will labor there without subjecting the friends of the cause in the State 
where he resides to the expense of his salary, will require a large sum. The utility of such an agency must be manifest to all. 

The preparation of the Books and Tracts will require a considerable outlay of money. This instrumentality is greatly needed, 
and will be hailed with much satisfaction. 

Should the sum contributed be sufficient to carry out the whole plan, on the scale contemplated, the results would be vast 
indeed, and the Executive Committee intend to carry it out, (making the paper the first object,) as extensively as the sums contributed 
will enable them. 

The Committee at Chicago have been 1equested to employ Agents to canvass the Western States, and the Executive Committee 
have engaged the services of the Rev. J. N. Hobart, for Pennsylvania, Prof. T. B, Hudson for Ohio, and C. L. Knapp, Esq, for 
Vermont, to visit the principal friends of the cause in each of those States, to solicit their subscriptions for the general plan ; to appoint 
sub-agents ; and to adopt measures for procuring subscribers to the newspaper. Messrs. Hobart and Hudson have already made 
satisfactory reports, and are laboring efficiently to raise the sums apportioned to their respective States. 

The Execative Committee are desirous of procuring the services of able and efficient Agents for the other States, and will pay 
their travelling expenses and a reasonable compensation. In some of the largest States it will be necessary to employ more than 
one Agent. 

The whole sum could easily be raised, in a short time, if Abolitionisis who are able would appreciate the plan, and subscribe 
according to their ability. For example—if 375 persons were to subscribe, according to the following scale, the work could be done 


up quickly. 
ai . 1. If 25 persons subscribed, pledged, or collected gt a year for three —_ , . $5000 
2 “ 50 . . 5000 
3. “ 100 “ : 
4. “ 208 25 


It is supposed that these individuals can be found in the following States, and that the annexed a jionment § Ra right :-— 
Maine, 1250 Brought up, rerio 


New Ham bire, Pennsylvania, oe 
Vermont, " ] Ohio, 7 No. 
Massach osetts, igan, 

Rhode Island, 

Connecticut, 

New York, 

New Jersey, 


Carried ap, $13,000 $20,000 
A few individuals in this city have commenced a subscription of $250 each per annum for three years. 
W here individuals cannot afford to give the above sums, several of them might unite, and constitute one of them their agent !o 
llect and transmit the money. 
We send with this a form of subscription, which can be pasted into a Book—a copy of the Prospectus—and a printed Note. 
Will you furnish a list of Liberty men, in your State, who, in your judgment, are able and willing to subscribe $25 or more, 
lassed under different heads ? 
Is the apportionment reasonabie for your State ? 
Can you devote any time to soliciting subscriptions, or otherwise promoting the accomplishment of the plan, and what 7 
Will you name one or more devoted and capable friends of the cause, who would probably undertake, for a compensation or 
ise, to canvass any part of your State for subscriptions to the genera) plan, and also to promote subscriptions to the paper? 


Very truly yours, 


For the Committee; 
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Interesting from Siam. 

Our advices from Singapore are to the 7th of No- 
vember, and the accounts of the import market at 
that settlement are aleo more favorable. Transac- 
tions had been larger than for some time previously, 
and prices were firm, with an upward tendency. A 
memorial to Lord Palmerston had been adopted by 
the Chamber of Commerce, with reference to the 
failufe of Rajah Bréoke’s mission to Siam. The 
conclusion of the Chamber is, that, looking at the 
similar failure experienced by the envoy from the 
United States, it would be vain to attempt, at pre- 
sent, fo establish more i ate relations, except 
by a resort to hostile measures, which they une- 
qebvecely deprecate. Theaiarm caused in Siem by 
the simple approach of the late mission had entirely 
put a stop to its Singapore trade, and the Chamber 
conceives that apy further demonstration would 
only give permanence to this evil, while at the 
same time it might lead to political difficulties and 
responsibilities of the most objectionaDle kind. 
They point out that the conduct of the Siamese go- 
vernment appears to flow, pot from any especial il- 
will or desire te evade the existing treaty, but from 
@ perpicious system of internal administration; and 
they recommend, therefore, in order to promote a 
speedy restoration of the trade, which has been 
suspended, and which is of vital importance, that 
tranquillizing assurances should now be tranangiwed 
by the auchorities at Singapore to the officers of 
the Siamese government at Bankok, with whom a 
fmendily understanding has always existed. This 
document Was signed by a very great majority of 
the merchants of the setticment; bat a counter- 
memorial had been vot up, and had received a few 
siguatures, the intenuorn of which, from Ms word- 
ing, appears very obscure, although ite aim would 
seem to be to countenance another demonstration 
at apy hazard. 
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